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(Chan, 2012)

Kindergarten parents

\ 4

5 4 3 2 1
Children’s competence (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) Mean Total
Pre-academic skills
Great interest in reading 54 31 14 1 0 4.31
Creative thinking 39 35 22 4 0 408 412
Problem-solving skills 43 32 25 0 0 420
Clarity in expressing oneselfand | 42 37 21 0 0 427
(C_Basic writing skills__) 54 27 19 0 0 4.23
Social skills
Willingness to deal with strangers 29 36 31 3 1 3.87 391
Self-motivation 38 45 14 3 0 418 4.17
Expresses emotions in a suitable 38 38 22 1 0 413 4.13
manner
Basic social manners (e.g. proper 43 33 21 3 0 417 4.18
greetings)
Self-sufficiency skills
Ability to pack own schoolbag 38 31 31 0 0 407 4.09
Ability to finish meals 37 29 34 0 0 403 404
Ability to go to the washroom 34 34 29 3 0 400 4.11
alone at the appropriate time
Ability to put away objects after 38 38 24 0 0 414 418
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Table 4. Changes in children after transition to primary school.

Percentage an * an

Children’s habits 3(%) 2(%) %) Mean
Eating habits 31 66 3 2.28

Resting habits 41 50 2.33

Communication with parents 45 51 4 241

Willingness to attend school 43 51 2.37

Willingness to do homework | 21 64 15 2.06

Willingness to learn and read on own initiative | 41 50 9 2.32

Key: 3 = improved, 2 = unchanged. 1 = worsened.

Listening to these children’s voices, we can hear that they are looking forward to
primary school life, but are alsolapprehensive about their academic abilities and social J
Griebel and Niesel (2002) identified several issues that children have to deal
with during the transition to school. They are often worried that they will lose contact
with their kindergarten friends and/or need to make new friends. They may also expe-
riencd negative emotions, such as feqr worry. nervousness and anger, Jwhen they start
school, and some may ever| lose confidence and dev elop a negative self-image. |




* ‘The best results are achieved when parents, teachers and
children work as equal partners in the transition to school.
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children. Early Child Development and Care, 182(5), 639-664.
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